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consequence of the forces put in action at the Creation;.
then there is no miracle at all, nor anything different
from the ordinary working of God's providence.

For another example: a person professing to be
divinely commissioned, cures a sick person, by some
apparently insignificant external application. Would
this application, administered by a person not spe-
cially commissioned from above, have effected the
cure? If so, there is no miracle; if not, there is a
miracle, but there is a violation of law.

It will be said, however, that if these be violations
of law, then law is violated every time that any out-
ward effect is produced by a voluntary act of a
human being. Human volition is constantly modi-
fying natural phenomena, not by violating their
laws, but by using their laws. Why may not divine
volition do the same? The power of volitions over
phenomena is itself a law, and one of the earliest
known and acknowledged laws of nature. It is true,,
the human will exercises power over objects in general
indirectly, through the direct power which it possesses
only over the human muscles. God, however, has
direct power not merely over one thing, but over all
the objects which he has made. There is, therefore,,
no more a supposition of violation of law in supposing
that events are produced, prevented, or modified by
God's action, than in the supposition of their being
produced, prevented, or modified hy man's action.